
Official Rules - The Best of Winter Passport Giveaway 

Any individual who enters, attempts to enter, or in any way participates or attempts to 
participate in The Best of Winter Passport  (the “Sweepstakes”) (each such individual is 
hereinafter referred to as a “Participant”) conducted by The Great Northern Festival (the 
“Sponsor”) agrees to be bound by the terms and conditions provided in these Passport 
Sweepstakes Rules (“Rules”) and by the Sponsor’s interpretation of these Rules; which 
are final and binding in all matters relating to the Sweepstakes. 
 

1.​ Applicable Law (Void Where Prohibited). The Sweepstakes is subject to and 
governed by applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. 
Participation in this Sweepstakes is void where prohibited or otherwise restricted 
by law. 
 

2.​ Sweepstakes Cancellation, Suspension, or Modification. The Sponsor 
reserves the right to cancel, terminate, modify, or suspend the Sweepstakes if the 
Sweepstakes is not capable of being completed as planned for any reason. The 
decision of the Sponsor to cancel, terminate, modify, or suspend the 
Sweepstakes shall be final in all respects.  
 

3.​ Eligibility. 
A.​ The Sweepstakes is open to legal residents of the state of Minnesota. 
B.​ Participants must be 18 years or older at the time of entry 
C.​ Employees, officers, and directors of The Great Northern, its affiliates, 

subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies, and their immediate family 
members are not eligible to enter. 

4.​ Sweepstakes Period. 
A.​ The Sweepstakes begins on January 1and ends on February 15, 2026 at 

(“Sweepstakes Period”). 

B.​ Only stamps collected during the Sweepstakes Period count toward prizes.  

5.​ How to Participate. 

A.​ In order to enter the Sweepstakes, Participants may pick up a free 
Sweepstakes Passport (“Passport”) from participating locations. 

B.​ Participants must collect stamps by visiting participating venues or completing 
Passport activities. 

C.​ Participants may collect stamps in any order. 
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D.​ No purchase, payment, or donation is required to enter or win. Making a 
purchase will not increase a Participant’s chances of winning. Some 
participating events or attractions may charge admission or tickets, but 
payment is optional and not required to earn entries into prize drawings. 

6.​ Prize Structure. 

Stamps Collected Prize 
 

7 stamps Guaranteed Prize: One (1) pair of socks 
 

10+ stamps Prize Pack Drawing: One (1) entry into a 
random drawing for • $20 Caribou Coffee 
Gift Card • Private tour + tasting 
experience for two at Vikre Distillery • 
Turtle Island: Foods and Traditions of the 
Indigenous People’s of North America 
signed by author Sean Sherman • 2 
tickets to Mia’s special exhibition • 2 
tickets, Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra 

15 or more stamps Grand Prize Drawing: One (1) entry into 
the grand prize drawing for a two night 
stay at The Renaissance Hotel, Depot, 
Superior Sauna session, and Aster House 
dinner. 

The approximate retail Value (“ARV”) of all prizes range from $20 to $1,000. Any 
and all prize-related expenses, including without limitation, any and all federal, 
state, and /or local taxes, shall be the sole responsibility of the Winner. 

Prizes are non-transferable and no substitution or cash equivalent is permitted 
except at Sponsor’s sole discretion. 

The Sponsor reserves the right to substitute a prize for an item of equal or 
greater value in the event the prize advertised is unavailable. Any difference 
between the actual value and the approximate retail value of any prize will not be 
awarded. No substitution or cash equivalent will be made. 

7.​ Prize Redemption Instructions. 

A.​ Guaranteed Prize (7 Stamps): 
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a.​ At a Participant’s 7th location, they must get their challenge page 
stamped in the back of their Passport. 

b.​ Participants must bring their Passport to one of the following locations to 
redeem their socks:  

i.​ The Great Northern Festival: January 28, 2026 through February 1, 
2026, at any info/check-in booth. 

ii.​ Meet Minneapolis Visitor Center: [Dates], bring your Passport to 
the Visitor Center located at _________. 

B.​ Prize Pack Drawing (10+ Stamps): 
a.​ At a Participant’s 12th location, they must get their challenge page 

stamped in the back of their Passport. 
b.​ Participants must take a picture or a scan of their challenge page and 

email it to passport@thegreatnorthernfestival.com by Monday, February 
16, 2026 at. Participants must Include their full legal name and the email 
they would like to be contacted at if they win. Entries received after 
February 16, 2026 will not be accepted. 

C.​ Grand Prize Drawing (15+ Stamps): 
a.​ Participants should use the same method as above when they reach 25 

or more stamps to enter the grand prize drawing.  
D.​ Additional Notes: 

a.​ Each participant may only receive one guaranteed prize (the socks), 
regardless of additional stamps collected beyond 10. 

b.​ Participants who collect 15+ stamps and follow the instructions above 
will receive one (1) entry into the Prize Pack Drawing. 

c.​ Participants who collect 15 or more stamps and follow the instructions 
above will receive one (1) entry in the Prize Pack drawing and one (1) 
entry in the Grand Prize drawing. 

d.​ Participants must submit their completed challenge page via email only 
if entering the Prize Pack or Grand Prize drawings (15 or more stamps). 

e.​ Multiple entries per individual per drawing will not be accepted. 
f.​ Lost, stolen, or damaged Passports and/or stamps will not be replaced. 

8.​ Winner Selection and Notification. 

A.​ The Sweepstakes will have one (1) Grand Prize winner and one (1) Prize 
Pack winner. Sponsor reserves the right to award additional prizes at its 
discretion. 

B.​ Winners of the Prize Pack and Grand Prize drawings will be selected in a 
random drawing on or about March 1, 2026, from all eligible entries received. 

C.​ Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received. 
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D.​ Winners will be notified via email. Winners must respond via email within 
seven (7) calendar days to claim their prize. Failure to respond via email 
within this time for any reason will result in forfeiture of the prize.  

E.​ The Sponsor reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to award the unclaimed 
prizes to alternate participants or not to award the unclaimed prizes. 

F.​ Sponsor’s decisions regarding prize allocation are final and binding. 

9.​ Prerequisite to Prize Award. 

A.​ Prior to being awarded a prize, Winners are required to provide (1) a valid 
government issued photo identification depicting proof of age and verifying 
the Winner’s identity, and (2) a valid taxpayer identification number or social 
security number. The social security number will be used for tax-reporting 
purposes only.  

B.​ The Sponsor reserves the right to deny awarding the prize if the Winner fails 
to provide satisfactory identification, as determined in the Sponsor’s sole 
discretion.  

C.​ Winners may be required to execute an Affidavit of Eligibility/Release of 
Liability, a completed IRS W-9, and a Publicity Release before any prize is 
awarded. By entering the Sweepstakes, Participant agrees to execute these 
documents if selected as a Winner in order to receive their prize. Except 
where prohibited by law, failure to execute any of these documents or comply 
with any of these terms will result in forfeiture of the prize. 
 

10.​Taxes. All federal, state, and local taxes on prizes, if any, are the sole 
responsibility of the winner. Sponsor may issue an IRS Form 1099-MISC for 
prizes valued at $600 or more. 
 

11.​Publicity Release. Unless prohibited by applicable law, Participant authorizes 
and irrevocably grants to The Sponsor permission to, from time to time, reference 
and discuss Participant and their participation in the Sweepstakes in publications 
and/or on their website(s) in photographs, video recordings, digital images, audio 
recordings, as well as in newsletters, news releases, other printed materials, and 
in materials made available on the Internet or in other media now known or 
hereafter developed for any purpose the Sponsor deem proper. Such reference 
and discussion may involve Participant’s name and voice, and other 
personal/biographical material or their participation in a video. 
 

12.​TENNESSEN WARNING (DATA PRIVACY ACT). [Insert Sweepstakes Name] 
(the “Sweepstakes”) is sponsored by The Great Northern Festival, in the State of 
Minnesota. If you participate in the Sweepstakes, you will be asked to provide 
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certain information that is classified as private or confidential data under the 
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. Specifically, we will collect the 
following information about you: first and last name, email address, and 
residential address. We collect the information you provide: (1) to administer the 
Sweepstakes; (2) for statistical evaluation; and (3) to provide you with any 
information or services related to transportation that you request. The information 
that we ask you to provide is not required by law. Participation in the 
Sweepstakes is strictly voluntary, and you are not required by law to furnish any 
of the information requested on the entry form. However, without the requested 
information, you will not be able to enter the Sweepstakes. The information you 
provide will be provided to certain other entities and individuals in order to 
administer the Sweepstakes. These entities include the Minnesota Department of 
Revenue, and the International Revenue Service. In addition, the information 
may be shared upon court order or provided to the state or legislative auditor. 
 

13.​Disqualification. 
A.​ All participants agree to be bound by these Rules. Non-compliance with any 

of the Rules will result in disqualification and all privileges as a Participant will 
be immediately terminated. The Sponsor, in its sole discretion, further 
reserves the right to disqualify any person for: (i) tampering with the entry 
process or the operation of the Sweepstakes; (ii) gaining an unfair advantage 
in participating in the Sweepstakes; (iii) obtaining winner status using false, 
fraudulent or deceptive means; or (iv) engaging in otherwise unsportsmanlike, 
disruptive, annoying, harassing, or threatening behavior. 

B.​ CAUTION: ANY ATTEMPT BY ANY PARTICIPANT OR ANY OTHER 
INDIVIDUAL TO DELIBERATELY CIRCUMVENT, DISRUPT OR DAMAGE 
ORDINARY AND NORMAL OPERATION OF ANY SWEEPSTAKES, 
TELEPHONE SYSTEMS OR WEB SITE, OR UNDERMINE THE 
LEGITIMATE OPERATION OF ANY SWEEPSTAKES IS A VIOLATION OF 
CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LAWS. SHOULD SUCH AN ATTEMPT BE MADE, 
THE SPONSOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO SEEK DAMAGES FROM ANY 
SUCH INDIVIDUAL TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW. 
 

14.​Governing Law and Jurisdiction. This Sweepstakes shall be governed by and 
construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Minnesota, without 
reference to its conflict of laws principles. By entering the Sweepstakes, 
Participants hereby submit to the jurisdiction and venue of the federal and state 
courts of Minnesota and waive the right to have disputes arising out of the 
subject matter hereof adjudicated in any other forum. In no event will any 
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Participant be entitled to injunctive relief or equitable relief of any kind, or restrain 
the continuation of the Sweepstakes 
 

15.​Limitation of Liability. 
 
A.​ PARTICIPATION PROBLEM DISCLAIMER: The Sponsor is not responsible 

for any problems that affect or result from, Participant’s entry or attempted 
entry in the Sweepstakes. This includes, but is not limited to, the following 
problems: (1) Human errors; (2) Incorrect, incomplete, or inaccurate entry 
information; (3) Failures, omissions, interruptions, deletions or defects of any 
wireless network, telephone network, internet service, computer systems, 
servers, utility providers, or software; (4) Identity theft; (5) Tampering, 
destruction or unauthorized access to, or alteration of, entries or computer 
data; (6) Network hackers or other unauthorized access to The Sponsor’s 
computer network; (7) Data that is processed late or incorrectly, or is 
incomplete, or lost due to wireless network, telephone network, computer or 
electronic malfunction or traffic congestion on wireless or telephone networks; 
(8) Printing errors; (9) Equipment malfunctions; and (10) Late, misdirected, 
lost, stolen, misplaced, illegible, or mutilated postage-due entries. 

B.​ RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION: As consideration for 
entering the Sweepstakes, all Participants agree to RELEASE, DISCHARGE 
AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE The Sponsor and its direct and indirect 
affiliates, divisions, parent and subsidiary companies, officers, employees, 
shareholders, representatives, managers, members, directors, owners, 
agents, insurers, attorneys, predecessors, successors, and assigns thereof 
(collectively, the “Released Parties”), from and against all claims, damages, 
charges, injuries, losses, proceedings, suits, actions (including but not limited 
to tort actions, product liability actions, wrongful death actions, warranty 
actions, breach of contract actions, privacy and defamation actions, 
misappropriation of likeness actions, identity theft, or loss of consortium 
claims), expenses and attorney fees that they or anyone on their behalf 
(including but not limited to their heirs, representatives or next of kin) have or 
might have for any death, injury, damage or claimed injury or damage arising 
out of, involving or relating to their participation in the Sweepstakes, including, 
but not limited to, any claim that the act or omission complained of was 
caused in whole or in part by the strict liability or negligence in any form of the 
Released Parties. 

C.​ Additionally, as consideration for entering the Sweepstakes, all Participants 
agree to INDEMNIFY, HOLD HARMLESS, AND DEFEND the Released 
Parties in any action or proceeding from and against all claims, damages, 
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charges, injuries, losses, proceedings, suits, actions (including but not limited 
to tort actions, product liability actions, wrongful death actions, warranty 
actions, breach of contract actions, privacy and defamation actions, 
misappropriation of likeness actions, identity theft, loss of consortium claims), 
expenses and attorney fees that they or anyone on their behalf (including but 
not limited to their heirs, representatives or next of kin) have or might have for 
any death, injury, damage or claimed injury or damage arising out of, involving 
or relating to their participation in the Sweepstakes or for their failure to 
comply with the terms of the above release provision. This agreement to 
indemnify, hold harmless and defend applies even if the act or omission 
complained of was allegedly caused in whole or in part by the strict liability or 
negligence in any form of the Released Parties.  

16.​General Conditions. 

A.​ Sponsor’s decisions are final and binding in all matters relating to the 
Sweepstakes. 

B.​ The Sponsor reserves the right in its sole discretion to supplement or make 
changes to these Rules any time without notice. The Sponsor reserves the 
right in its sole discretion to interpret the Rules, and such interpretation shall 
be binding upon all participants. 

C.​ If any provision of these Rules is held to be invalid or unenforceable, such 
provision shall be severed and the remaining provisions shall remain in full 
force and effect. These Rules constitute the entire agreement between 
participants and Sponsor regarding the Sweepstakes and supersede all prior 
representations. 

 
17.​Sponsor and Administrator: The Sweepstakes is sponsored and administered 

by The Great Northern Festival, 1011 Washington Ave, Minneapolis, MN 
​
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